


4) These self-descriptions are central to our projects of self-improvement: one needs some
picture of the current state of the self in order to form and pursue a self-transformative
course of action.

This paper will stick closely to everyday kinds of self-ignorance, but it should be noted that this

phenomenon can occur in forms so extreme as to be pathological—for instance, in persons with






think about the fact that he is bluffing, the less convincing his bluff will be. He therefore resolves to

banish or



himself the false belief -1 am self-confident.ll The tactic of purposive self-ignorance tppt only-4( s)5(eole)-4( d)]TJET



inexorably to the truth. As with Bill, Shag’s self-ignorance would eventually self-correct—but not in

the way he would want.



inevitably something of a stranger to ourselves, and that this basic self-ignorance is actually
constitutive of our experience of agency. A strange friend to this suggestion can be found in Sartre’s

Transcendence of the Ego, in which Sartre describes how our ability to surprise ourselves issues from a

fundamental, inescapable gap between the |



transparency, our sense of ourselves as free, spontaneous, self-surprising agents would evaporate.

Perhaps, as Sartre claims, we cannot really know ourselves, and perhaps that’s a good thing.



Bibliography

Alexander, R.D. (1987). The Biology of Moral Systems. Hawthorne, NY: Aldine de Gruyter.

Johnson, D.D.P., Wrangham, R.W., Rosen, S.P. (2002). Is military incompetence adaptive? Evolution
and Human Behavior 23, pp. 245-264.

Lockard, J. S., & Paulus, D. L. (Eds.). (1988). Self-deception: An adaptive mechanism? Englewood Cliffs,
NJ: Prentice Hall.

Nietzsche, Friedrich. Beyond Good and Evil. Trans. Walter Kaufmann.

Sartre, Jean-Paul (1960). The Transcendence of the Ego. Trans. Forrest Williams and Robert
Kirkpatrick. New York: Hill and Wang.

Sedikedes, C., Campbell, W.K., Reeder, G., and Elliot, A.J. (1998). The self-serving bias in
relational context. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 74: 378—386.

Starek, J.E., and Keating, C.F. (1991). Self-deception and its relationship to success in
competition. Basic and Applied Social Psychology 12, 145-155.

Taylor, S.E., and Gollwitzer, P.M. (1995). Effect of mindset on positive illusions. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 69, pp. 213-226.

Trivers, R. L. (1991). Deceit and self-deception: the relationship between communication and
consciousness. In M. H. Robinson & L. Tiger (Eds.). Man and beast revisited. Washington, DC:
Joansonian, pp. 175-192.

Trivers, R. L. (2000). The elements of a scientific theory of self-deception. Annals of the New
York Academy of Sciences 907, pp. 114-131.

Van Leeuwen, D.S. Neil (2007). The Spandrels of self-deception: prospects for a biological
theory of a mental phenomenon. Philosophical Psychology 20 (3), pp. 329-348.

Welles, J. F. (1986). Self-deception as a positive feedback mechanism. American Psychologist, 41, 325—



326.

10



