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should inform each interviewee in writing of how the footage will be used and secure written permission to 
publish the interviews online. 
 
What the IRB looks for in major sections of the application:   
 

1) A brief description of the project and its purpose.  Do not belabor the introductory sections of the 
application with discipline-specific jargon and journal references; just make a clear, succinct statement of 
the project and its purpose. 
 

2) An extensive description of methodologies with a description of inherent risks.  The IRB seeks to protect 
human subjects from undue physical harm and from psychological and/or emotional distress.  In most 
(not all) cases, the IRB also wants to know a) how individual participants’ identities will be disconnected 
from the data they provide (anonymity); and b) how the confidentiality of research data will be 
maintained.  The methodology section must describe in detail the exact methods and protocols to 
address these risks. Researchers should consider whether the methods by which data are collected, 
analyzed, stored, or published could cause individual subjects to be physically and or emotionally 
harmed; 
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Special considerations – faculty research in which students are used as research subjects:  Because professors 
hold authority and sway, both stated and implied, over advisees and 

https://www.citiprogram.org/index.cfm?pageID=14&languagePreference=English&region=1
https://willamette.edu/offices/irb/index.html
https://willamette.edu/offices/irb/human/application/index.php

