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Students are admitted through a ‘holistic admissions process’ that considers the                     
following factors: 

SAT and/or ACT scores 
high school gpa weighted in solid subjects and against an overall profile                       
of the school’s honors, AP/IB, and other accelerated options. 
other considerations of merit germane to the CLA that are reflected in                       
material submitted (record of cocurricular and community activities, letters                 
of recommendation, personal essay) through
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Denison, Earlham, Furman, Pitzer, and Smith. Among our immediate NW peer                     13

colleges, Lewis & Clark has been testoptional since 1991. 
 
Fourth, there has also been a growing demand for rethinking the broader                       
purposes of college admissions. On this view, various character qualities,       
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the ACT. We reviewed
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to AP an
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[ E ]   Further elaboration on our recommendations 
 
To better align with the idealism of our motto and mission, reflect commitments to                           
improve access and affordability expressed in the Case statement for our                     
forthcoming capital campaign, and further enhance our student diversity, we                   
recommend that Admissions continue its threepronged approach but adopt a                   
holistic admissions process, ... 
 
 
1. in which applicants have the option to submit or withhold the outcomes             
of their S
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2. In lieu of requiring SAT/ACT scores, we further propose that the CLA             
require a supplemental WU CLA-specific admission essay prompt.  
 
The existing and forthcoming Common (201617) App essay prompts largely                   
direct the applicant to reflect on past achievements and demonstrated abilities in                       
relation to background. Given that these essays will be available to us, we                         31

recommend a WUspecific question that orients the applicant towards the                   
distinctive value statement reflected in our motto and asks how the applicant                       
might be impacted by it and act on it. That is, and in keeping with our new                                 32

recruitment materials (e.g. the ‘viewbook,’) and (‘First,’ and ‘Become it’)                   
marketing campaigns, we want to encourage applicants to imagine themselves in                     
various roles at Willamette and on various trajectories of life beyond Willamette.  33

Though the question wording (and attendant rubric) are yet to be finalized, once                         
in place existing Admissions staff can complete this additional review work as                       
part of their existing holistic admissions process. 
 
We do not recommend more sm
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greater selectivity (since only better test scores are submitted and reported)                     
without enrolling a more diverse or widerwealth student body. Colleges that go                       36

testoptional achieve diversity gains when admissions efforts are genuinely                 
committed to diversity. In this regard, an experimental study found that                     
admissions officers are more likely to select for a more diverse applicant pool                         
when they have detailed information on high school contexts. The CLA               
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assistance in shifting from high school requirements to college expectations.                   42

All students need to be participating in meaningful experiences and having                     
mentoring interactions with their professors, and students unfamiliar with college                   
processes or otherwise lacking collegesucc
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