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“This indictment of government-sponsored segregation is a timely work that will find broad 
readership among those asking ‘How did we arrive here?’ and ‘What next?’” 

—�ËLibrary Journal (starred review) 
 

“Comprehensive and engrossing…This compassionate and scholarly diagnosis of past policies 
and prescription for our current racial maladies shines a bright light on some shadowy spaces.” 

—�ËPublishers Weekly (starred review) 
 

“Essential reading…A timely work that should find a place in the current national discussion.” 
—Booklist 

  
 “A hard-hitting argument condemning federal, state, and local governments for devising laws 

that enforce segregation...An informed, important exposé of the nation's institutionalized 
racism.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 
 
 
 

In THE COLOR OF LAW, Richard Rothstein argues with exacting precision and fascinating 

insight how segregation in America—the incessant kind that continues to dog our major cities 

and has contributed to so much recent social strife—is the byproduct of explicit government 

policies at the local, state, and federal level.   



 

To scholars and social critics, racism in our neighborhoods has long been viewed as a 

manifestation of unscrupulous real estate agents, unethical mortgage lenders, and exclusionary 

covenants working outside the law. This is what is commonly known as “de facto segregated,” 

practices that were the outcome o
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