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I. THE GLOBALIZATION OF SPORTS AND SPORTS LAW

The globalization of sports competition is a sign of our times.  
Inspired by the modern Olympic Games, nurtured by communications 
technology, and fueled by high-profile professional athletes and 
commercial interests, the process of globalization continues apace.1

* Thomas B. Stoel Professor of Law and Director of International Programs, Willamette 
University College of Law.  Professor Nafziger is President of the International Association of 
Sports Law.  This article is based on his presentation at the Symposium on The Future of 
Sports Law, March 17, 2006, at the Willamette University College of Law. 

1. The media’s burgeoning interest in the globalization of sports is apparent.  In just the 
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In this process international sports law is gradually assuming a 
prominent role.2

A. Baseball as an Example 

A good example of this globalization is baseball, which was 
once considered a pastime of the United States alone.  So isolated was 
the sport that until recently baseball teams remained largely 
impervious to such fundamental requirements of international sports 
law as those involving drug testing and related sanctions.3
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Series.6  The Caribbean countries have their own “world series.”7

Latinos, most of whom are recruited abroad, make up 37% of players 
under contract with major league clubs.8

To be sure, the globalization of baseball has involved strikeouts 
as well as runs.  For example, the demise of the Montreal Expos in 
2004 left Major League Baseball (MLB) with only one Canadian 
franchise, the Toronto Blue Jays,9 and in 2005 the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) dropped baseball as an Olympic sport 
beginning after the 2008 Games.10  The IOC’s decision bespeaks the 
failure of MLB, still the prime mover in the sport, to yield its top 
players for the quadrennial Games at a time when the IOC is anxious 
to eliminate sports from the Games that attract only a marginal global 
audience.  More importantly, however, the IOC was frustrated with 
the bad publicity that had been generated by MLB’s failure to 
establish an effective program for combating the sport’s notorious 
reliance on the use of steroids, amphetamines, and other performance-
enhancing agents.11

The IOC’s decision was one of several wake-up calls that 
prompted the MLB, which had done nothing about its drug problem 
until 2002, to move rapidly toward compliance with international 
standards.  Particularly noteworthy in this development has been the 
gradual applicability to a professional sports organization of these 
standards, as expressed in the World Anti-Doping Code12 and now in 

6. See ENC. BRIT. 2005 BOOK OF THE YEAR 298 (noting that Curacao had won the Little 
League World Series); 2004 BOOK OF THE YEAR 293 (noting that a Japanese team had won the 
Little League World Series for the third time in five years). 

7. See Jens Erik Gould, Venezuela Eyes Moment in the Sun at the Classic, N.Y. TIMES,
Mar. 1, 2006, at C17. 

8. Id.
9. See George Vecsey, Take the Renewal, Leave the Memories, N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 13, 

2005, at D2. 
10. See Lynn Zinser, I.O.C. Drops Baseball and Softball, N.Y. TIMES, July 9, 2005, at 

D1.  Softball also was dropped from the Olympic roster, partly because of its association with 
baseball despite their gender-related and other differences.  European support saved the 
pentathlon from the IOC dustbin.  The last sport to be withdrawn from the Olympic Games 
was polo in 1936. 

11. See, e.g., Jack Curry, Baseball Backs Stiffer Penalties for Steroid Use, N.Y. TIMES,
Nov. 16, 2005, at A1; Jenkins, supra note 3; Jim Klobuchar, Can Baseball Make a Clean 
Sweep?, CHRIST. SCI. MONITOR, Mar. 31, 2006, at 12; Michael Sokolove, From Pastime to 
Nap Time, N.Y. TIMES SPORTS MAG. (PLAY), Feb. 2006, at 24. 

12. World Anti-Doping Agency, WORLD ANTI-DOPING CODE (2003), available at
http://www.wada-ama.org/rtecontent/document/code_v3.pdf (last visited May 10, 2006).  For 
a summary, see Klaus Vieweg, The Definition of Doping and the Proof of a Doping Offense 
(An Anti-Doping Rule Violation) Under Special Consideration of the German Legal Position,
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