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POLITICAL EDUCATION PROJECTS: 
Transforming Frames, Narratives & Relationships to ‘Place’ 
 
Political education projects equip people to hold competing and contradictory thoughts, to think 
critically about dominant and marginalized narratives, and at their best, enable people to understand 
their own place in a larger community.  Such projects come in many forms, ranging from a day spent 
at the Zena Forest, or a one-time tour of farmworkers’ homes, to a year-long campaign for marriage 
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BUDGET REQUEST 
  
Research Travel: Roundtrip Mileage             $1335 

Salem to Washington (x3)                 $525     
Salem to Woodburn (x8)                      $320     

           Lodging & Food (x3)                             $450 
          
Research Participation Incentives                 $320 
           Interview Incentives (9 people x $30)   $270     
           Survey Participation Lottery Drawing   $50 
 
Research Expenses                                       $270 
            Survey Monkey (90 days, >10?’s)   $90     
            Tour Ticket (discounted, x8)             $80 

Central texts (x4)                                  $100           
 
Related Conference Expenses                     $637 
           Registration (June 12-14, 2013)      $125     
          Lodging (3x $124)                  $372  

Travel (280 roundtrip miles)                $140  
 

TOTAL:      $2562 
 
Budget justification:  Both researchers on this team will engage in low-cost ethnographic work; one 
will travel to Washington (the site of the recent marriage legalization campaign) and the other will 
travel to Woodburn to experience the tours.  We both plan to offer people incentives to be 
interviewed, providing them with a minimal stipend in gratitude for their time and participation. 
Additionally, in order to get participants to take a survey after the tour, I will offer two $25 amazon 
certificates prizes (names will be drawn from those who took the survey).  Under research expenses, 
we have included the cost of hosting an online surveymokey, ticket cost to attend the tours, and four 
books that will become central to the project and eventually senior thesis.  Finally, I have included 
expenses for local travel to the 9th Biennial Farmworker Housing Conference in Redmond, OR from 
June 12-14, 2013.  
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Surabhi Mahajan: Biology sophomore 
“Challenging assumptions about community health through place based education” 
 

Throughout an experience such as college—or living at a boarding school—students may undergo 
one large or several small clarifying moments that can change the way they may want to live their 
life at that moment and even change their life path. These moments are central to understanding 
political education because it is through these clarifying moments that students come to understand 
the competing narratives that provide a backdrop to their education.  By exploring the different 
stories that they encounter about themselves, the t


